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medical care, as pointed out previously on p. 179. Along with increased hospitali-
zation has come better and more widespread pre-natal and post-natal care. Other
factors, particularly the supervision of water supplies, improved sanitation and the
pasteurization of milk, have also been important.

20.—Distribution of Infant Deaths, by Sex and Province,
1921, 1931, 1941 and 1949-51
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1 Excludes the Provinee of Quebec.

Infant Mortality in Urban Centres.—Because of the relatively small
numbers of infant deaths in individual cities and towns, the rates for these centres
usually vary widely from year to year. As is evident from Table 21, many cities
and towns have, however, maintained consistently low rates as compared with the
national rate or the rates for the province in which they are situated.

Causes of Infant Deaths.—Of the 14,584 infant deaths in 1951, almost 15 p.c.
were due to immaturity; 14 p.c. to congenital malformations; over 10 p.c. each to
pneumonia among infants over four weeks of age and injury at birth; and abous
8 p.c. to post-natal asphyxia and atelectasis. These specific causes accounted for
57 p.c. of the total infant deaths.



